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Dear Turfgrass Industry Professional,

It is hard to believe that 2019 has almost come and gone 
and we are once again looking forward to hosting the 2020 
Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show, Iowa’s premier 
educational and networking opportunity for the turfgrass 
industry. 

The 2019 Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show, held 
this past January, was a giant success, with over 700 total 
attendees eager to educate themselves and build 
relationships face-to-face with other attendees.  Our 2019 
Trade Show floor was sold out  - with 73 exhibiting  
companies occupying 99 booth spaces!  Even with last 
year’s success, our board of directors and staff have worked 
diligently to make continual improvements to this great 
event and we’re excited to introduce a new schedule and 
program for the 2020 Conference and Trade Show.

Attend the 2020 Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show 
and experience:

• Exceptional educational hours, a packed trade show, 
and networking opportunities for all attendees.

• Awards & Scholarship Steak Dinner  - Make sure you 
sign up to enjoy a three course, plated steak dinner 
while celebrating oustanding individuals receiving 
awards and scholarships for their success in 2019.

• 36 educational sessions  - move from room to room 
and listen to presentations of your choice.

• 16 speakers and instructors. Featured speakers for 
2020 include: Dr. Stan Kosta (Penn State University),  
Dr. Steve Cesare (The Harvest Group), Dr. Fred Whitford 
(Purdue University), and Dr. Doug Soldat (University of 
Wisconsin - Madison).

• More than 70 exhibiting companies giving turfgrass 
professionals the opportunity to network and discuss 
the latest products and services in the turfgrass  
industry.

• ISTMA Silent Auction  - get unbeatable deals on 
• products for your organization while supporting 
• students in the turfgrass industry. 

Make a commitment to better yourself and your 
organization in 2020 by attending the Iowa Turfgrass 
Conference and Trade Show in January.

Tim Van Loo, CSFM
Iowa Turfgrass Institute President

YOU’RE INVITED TO ATTEND

SCHEDULE
Tuesday, January 7, 2020
On-site Registration .......................11:00 am  - 5:00 pm
     Meadows Event Center Entrance
Education Sessions .........................12:45 pm  - 5:00 pm
     Skinner Ballroom A, B and C
Trade Show Grand Opening .............5:00 pm  - 7:00 pm
     Bishop Ballroom
ISTMA Membership Social .............7:00 pm  - 10:00 pm
     Skinner Ballroom C

Wednesday, January 8, 2020
On-site Registration .........................7:30 am  - 5:00 pm
     Meadows Event Center Entrance
Education Sessions .........................9:00 am  - 12:15 pm
     Skinner Ballroom A, B and C
Trade Show: Day 2 .........................12:15 pm  - 5:30 pm
     Bishop Ballroom
Lunch ..............................................12:15 pm  - 1:00 pm
     Bishop Ballroom
IPLCA Annual Meeting .....................1:00 pm  - 1:45 pm
     Skinner Ballroom A
Iowa GCSA Annual Meeting .............2:30 pm  - 3:15 pm
     Skinner Ballroom A
ISTMA Annual Meeting ....................4:00 pm  - 4:45 pm
     Bishop Ballroom
Cocktail Social Hour .........................5:30 pm  - 6:30 pm
     Meadows Commons
Awards & Scholarship Steak Dinner 6:30 pm  - 8:30 pm
     Bishop Ballroom

Thursday, January 9, 2020
On-site Registration .......................7:30 am  - 12:00 pm
     Meadows Event Center Entrance
Education Sessions ......................... 9:00 am  - 11:15 am
     Skinner Ballroom A, B and C
Pesticide Applicator Testing ...........9:00 am  - 12:00 pm
     Grandquist Room
Lunch ............................................11:15 am  - 12:00 pm
     Meadows Commons
PAT: Category 5 ............................11:30 am  - 12:00 pm
     Skinner Ballroom
PAT: Categories 3OT, 5, 6, & 10 ......12:15 pm  - 2:15 pm
     Skinner Ballroom
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GENERAL INFORMATION

CANCELLATION POLICY
Conference and Trade Show cancellation requests must 
be in writing and received by January 1, 2020, to receive a 

WEATHER RELATED ABSENCES
Refunds due to weather related absences will NOT be hon-
ored unless the entire Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade 
Show cannot be held.

BADGES AND ADMITTANCE
An official badge must be worn at all affiliated events during 
the three day Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show.  
Badges can be picked up near the Meadows Event Center 
entrance during registration hours.  Credentials will not be 
mailed prior to the event.

ADVANCED REGISTRATION BENEFITS
Members of the Iowa Golf Course Superintendents Associ-
ation, Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association and the Iowa 
Professional Lawn Care Association receive discounted reg-
istration pricing for all Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade 
Show offerings. All individuals can also register in advance of 
December 1, 2019, to receive additional discounted pricing.

COMPLIMENTARY SPOUSE REGISTRATION
Complimentary registration is offered on Wednesday to 
spouses/significant others of allied association members.  
Significant others must be registered in advance, by select-
ing the spouse registration option and including their name 
on the registration form.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

Prairie Meadows Casino, Racetrack and Hotel
1 Prairie Meadows Dr, Altoona, IA 50009

Prairie Meadows is the official host hotel of the 2019 
Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show.  Stay and 
network with other industry professionals throughout 
the conference week in Prairie Meadows’ award-win-
ning hotel, which is connected to the Meadows Event 
Center and the casino.

Call 515-957-3000 for reservations
Reference: Iowa Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show

BOOK ONLINE:
http://uspmc.webhotel.microsdc.us
Use Group Code: 012020IOW_001

RATES: 
$112  - King or 2 Double Queen Beds
$142  - Junior King Suite
$162  - King Suite

Hotel Cutoff Date is Wednesday, December 16, 2019

REGISTRATION
There are three easy ways to register in advance for the 
Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show:

1. ONLINE at www.iowaturfgrass.org/conference for 
immediate processing via credit card.

2. MAIL completed registration form(s) with payment to: 
1605 N Ankeny Blvd, Suite 210, Ankeny, IA 50023.

3. EMAIL completed registration form(s) with credit card 
information to: randy@iowaturfgrass.org.

ON-SITE REGISTRATION
Registration will be open during the following times inside 
the entrance to the Meadows Event Center:

     •   Tuesday, January 7, 11:00 am  - 5:00 pm
     •   Wednesday, January 8, 7:30 am  - 5:00 pm
     •   Thursday, January 9, 7:30 am  - 12:00 pm

COMPLIMENTARY PARKING
Parking is free and plentiful. Parking includes many hand-
icap spaces and valet parking. Super Hero parking is also 
available for active and reserved duty military, veterans, 
EMS personnel, law enforcement and firefighters.

refund. A $35 administrative fee will be charged for all full 
and/or partial cancellations.  fter this date, no refunds will 
be made.
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Fred Whitford, Ph.D.
Purdue University: Clinical Engagement Professor - Purdue Pesticide Programs

Fred Whitford has served as the Coordinator of the Purdue Pesticide Program since 1991. Fred 
is the author of The Grand Old Man of Purdue University and Indiana Agriculture: A Biography 
of William Carroll Latta, The Queen of American Agriculture: A Biography of Virginia Claypool 
Meredith, and For The Good of the Farmer: A Biography of John Harrison Skinner, Dean of Purdue 
Agriculture as well as two other books on pesticide management. He has authored more than 300 

FEATURED SPEAKERS

Stan Kostka, Ph.D.
Penn State University: Visiting Scientist/Professor

Dr. Stan Kostka is currently a Visiting Scholar at Penn State-Berks where he is involved in discovery 
and application of technologies to modify the rhizosphere of plants.  Previously, he spent 25 years 
leading programs in the soil surfactant industry with the goal of understanding how surfactants 
can be used to manage soil water repellency, to improve water use, increase crop productivity, 
and enhance performance of input chemistries in turfgrass, ornamentals, and agricultural crops.  
As a recognized expert, Stan has been an invited speaker at numerous technical meetings globally 

in the fields of turfgrass and soil science.  He has over 40 publications and holds fifteen patents relating to novel surfactant 
technologies and their use.  Stan received his PhD in Plant Pathology from the University of Massachusetts, a MS in Plant 
Science from the University of Connecticut, and a BA in Biology from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, MA.  

Steve Cesare, Ph.D.
The Harvest Group: Head Harvester for Human Resources

Steve Cesare has more than 30 years of human resources experience. Currently, Steve is the Head 
Harvester for Human Resources, with the Harvest Group, a nation-wide consulting firm, empha-
sizing improved organizational performance through human resources, business operations, and 
customer relations management. Prior to joining the Harvest Group, Steve was employed with 
Bemus Landscape, Jack in the Box, the County of San Diego, Citicorp, Sentara Health Systems, and 
NASA.

Steve earned his Ph.D. in Industrial/Organizational Psychology from Old Dominion University.  He has authored 57 profes-
sional journal articles and made 50 presentations at professional conferences.  Additionally, he has 17 years of collegiate 
teaching experience at Old Dominion University and the University of San Diego where he taught in the Departments of 
Psychology, Business, and MBA program.

Doug Soldat, Ph.D.
University of Wisconsin - Madison: Professor

Doug Soldat is a professor in the Department of Soil Science at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Doug completed his B.S. and M.S. degrees in Soil Science from UW-Madison and earned 
a Ph.D. in Plant Science from Cornell University. His research and outreach programs are focused 
on improving turfgrass nutrient and water use efficiency. Doug advises the turfgrass management 
students at the UW and teaches courses on turfgrass management and general soil science.

publications and is a popular speaker with more than 5,000 presentations given throughout Indiana and the United States. 
He has received numerous awards from organizations and universities.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOU

ISTMA Membership Social - Tuesday, January 7, 2020
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

The Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association invites its members to attend the annual 
Membership Social, which is held on the first night of the Iowa Turfgrass Conference 
and Trade Show each year.  The 2020 Membership Social will be held in Skinner 
Ballroom C this year. The Membership Social is free to attend and the ISTMA will be 
providing food for all attendees and guests. Join the ISTMA for a night full of food, fun 

and socializing in a casual atmosphere.  
Please RSVP by selecting the Membership Social option on your registration form.

Silent Auction - January 7-8, 2020
Open during Trade Show hours

The Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association’s popular Silent Auction will once again be 
held on the Bishop Ballroom stage during trade show hours at the 2020 Iowa 
Turfgrass Conference.  All funds raised through the Silent Auction enable the ISTMA to 
award scholarships to Iowa students pursuing careers in the sports turf industry.  
All trade show attendees may bid on products.

Awards & Scholarship Steak Dinner - Wednesday, January 8, 2020
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Help us celebrate outstanding individuals receiving awards for their success in 2019, 
and students receiving scholarships in 2020. The Iowa Turfgrass Institute, the Iowa 
Golf Course Superintendents Association and the Iowa Sports Turf Managers 
Association will hand out annual awards to deserving individuals and scholarships to 
worthy students. In a business casual setting, attendees will receive a plated, three 

course meal, featuring steak, served with a house salad, freshly baked artisan breads, seasonal vegetables, and 
accompanied with dessert. Cash bars will also be available for interested individuals. Join us in honoring these individuals 
for their significant accomplishments in 2019. NEW IN 2020: Cost to attend the steak dinner will be $25. Please sign up 
on the RSVP portion of your attendee registration form.

Trade Show - January 7-8, 2020
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm, 12:15 pm - 5:30 pm

The Iowa Turfgrass Trade Show gives industry professionals the opportunity to net-
work and discuss the latest products, services and outdoor power equipment in the 
green industry from over 70 exhibitors across the midwest. The Trade Show Grand 
Opening kicks things off on Tuesday evening, followed by five more hours on Wednes-
day afternoon, including concurrent education sessions during trade show hours.
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EDUCATION PROGRAM

TUESDAY   |    JANUARY 7,  2020

12:45 pm  - 1:30 pm Water Movement in Soils - No B.S. Here - Stan Kostka, PhD, Penn State University
A focus on water behavior in diverse soils, the concepts on water movement as influenced by soil 
physical, chemical, or biological properties, including water repellency - and recent advances relating to 
interfaces. The practical implications as applied to management options for improving turfgrass and soil 
health will be linked to strategies for water utilization and delivery in the root-zone.  
Skinner Ballroom A

Plant and Soil Interactions - Nick Christians, PhD, and Adam Thoms, PhD, Iowa State University
The basic principles and terminology involved in plant nutrition and in the science of soil testing that can 
be used by turfgrass professionals in their daily activities. Learn to interpret their your soil tests and use 
the information to develop efficient and cost effective fertility programs. Water tests are also welcome to 
be interpreted as a part of the session.
Skinner Ballroom B

Mentoring and Training the Next Generation - Tim Van Loo, CSFM, Iowa State University
Leading a crew can be challenging. Many times we too easily blame the workers, when taking time for 
self-reflection can help lead the crew in a better way. Let’s take a walk through how each of us tend to 
lead, and how mentorship can only happen if we do so in a way that is relationship-oriented. We can 
show people we are worthy of being followed.
Skinner Ballroom C

1:30 pm  - 2:15 pm Water Movement in Soils - No B.S. Here (cont.) - Stan Kostka, PhD, Penn State University
A focus on water behavior in diverse soils, the concepts on water movement as influenced by soil 
physical, chemical, or biological properties, including water repellency - and recent advances relating to 
interfaces. The practical implications as applied to management options for improving turfgrass and soil 
health will be linked to strategies for water utilization and delivery in the root-zone. 
Skinner Ballroom A

Plant and Soil Interactions (cont.) - Nick Christians, PhD, and Adam Thoms, PhD, Iowa State University
The basic principles and terminology involved in plant nutrition and in the science of soil testing that can 
be used by turfgrass professionals in their daily activities. Learn to interpret their your soil tests and use 
the information to develop efficient and cost effective fertility programs. Water tests are also welcome to 
be interpreted as a part of the session.
Skinner Ballroom B

Smaller Trees in the Iowa Landscape - Jeff Iles, PhD, Iowa State University
Not every landscape situation calls for large shade trees.  In fact, with smaller properties (both residential 
and commercial) small-stature trees are the way to go.  Even on golf courses, there’s a place for our more 
diminutive friends.  Come to this session and learn about some of the very best small trees for the Iowa 
landscape.
Skinner Ballroom C

2:30 pm  - 3:15 pm Plant and Soil Interactions - Nick Christians, PhD, and Adam Thoms, PhD, Iowa State University
The basic principles and terminology involved in plant nutrition and in the science of soil testing that can 
be used by turfgrass professionals in their daily activities. Learn to interpret their your soil tests and use 
the information to develop efficient and cost effective fertility programs. Water tests are also welcome to 
be interpreted as a part of the session.
Skinner Ballroom A

Diagnosing Problems in the Iowa Landscape - Jeff Iles, PhD, Iowa State University
Sickly shade trees, declining shrubs, transplanting issues, and countless other problems will eventually 
find their way to your desk/truck. Definitive answers to these problems are not always possible, but we 
can make educated guesses.  Attend this session and be prepared to put your diagnostic skills to the test.
Skinner Ballroom B
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TUESDAY   |    JANUARY 7,  2020   (CONTINUED)

2:30 pm  - 3:15 pm T.R.U.E. Brand Marketing - Andrew B. Clark, Spoke Communications, LLC
Branding. Positioning. Marketing Strategy. GAAAhh… BUZZWORDS! What do they mean to a business like 
yours? Everything. T.R.U.E.: TRUTH, RELEVANCE, UNIQUENESS, and ENGAGEMENT initiate a roadmap to 
better connect with the customers YOU NEED and, more importantly, who NEED YOU.
Skinner Ballroom C

3:15 pm  - 4:00 pm Plant and Soil Interactions (cont.) - Nick Christians, PhD, and Adam Thoms, PhD, Iowa State Univ.
The basic principles and terminology involved in plant nutrition and in the science of soil testing that can 
be used by turfgrass professionals in their daily activities. Learn to interpret their your soil tests and use 
the information to develop efficient and cost effective fertility programs. Water tests are also welcome to 
be interpreted as a part of the session. 
Skinner Ballroom A

Water Movement in Soils - No B.S. Here - Stan Kostka, PhD, Penn State University
A focus on water behavior in diverse soils, the concepts on water movement as influenced by soil 
physical, chemical, or biological properties, including water repellency - and recent advances relating to 
interfaces. The practical implications as applied to management options for improving turfgrass and soil 
health will be linked to strategies for water utilization and delivery in the root-zone.  
Skinner Ballroom B

The Conversations You Should Be Having With Your Accountant/CPA - Jonathan Porter & Makayla 
Fagen, McGowen, Hurst, Clark, Smith
Are you being the most efficient with your accounting systems or operational software? Why does your 
cash position always feel tight? What about sales tax? Are there any other tax benefits I am missing? It 
doesn’t matter if you are a new company or one that has been around for 10 years, the more knowledge 
you have, the better prepared you will be. 
Skinner Ballroom C

4:15 pm  - 5:00 pm Mentoring and Training the Next Generation - Tim Van Loo, CSFM, Iowa State University
Leading a crew can be challenging. Many times we too easily blame the workers, when taking time for 
self-reflection can help lead the crew in a better way. Let’s take a walk through how each of us tend to 
lead, and how mentorship can only happen if we do so in a way that is relationship-oriented. We can 
show people we are worthy of being followed.
Skinner Ballroom A

Fundamentals of Pay and Compensation Systems - Steve Cesare, PhD, The Harvest Group
In today’s tight labor market, coupled with increased wage and hour litigation against employers, 
landscapers must be well-prepared on how to design, implement, and evaluate their compensation 
systems so they may remain legally compliant, procedurally efficient, and properly aligned with business 
goals.  Applied content involving wage and salary scales, bonus and commission programs, as well as 
employee classification will be presented through the lens of the green industry.
Skinner Ballroom B

The Power of Humics in Your Management Program - Anthony Goldsby, PhD, The Andersons
In recent years there have been an increasing number of products being introduced to the green 
industry containing Humic/Fulvic Acid.  Many different marketing claims are made from manufactures as 
to what these products can do, but what has really been scientifically proven?  In this talk we will discuss 
how Humic Substances are manufactured and current scientific research that supports using these 
products in turfgrass management.
Skinner Ballroom C
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EDUCATION PROGRAM

WEDNESDAY   |    JANUARY 8,  2020

9:00 am  - 9:45 am Avoiding Tank Mixing Errors: Applying the Principles of Compatibility and Mixing Sequence - Fred 
Whitford, PhD, Purdue University
It is a common practice to combine multiple crop protection products into a single spray application, 
called tank mixing. However, each formulated product has a set of diverse, intricate, and complex 
chemical structures. As a result, each additional tank mix partner increases the potential for 
incompatibilities (negative interactions). A focus on how formulation, tank mixing order, and carrier 
type (i.e. water or fertilizer) influence compatibility between products.
Skinner Ballroom A

The Power of Humics in Your Management Program - Anthony Goldsby, PhD, The Andersons
In recent years there have been an increasing number of products being introduced to the green 
industry containing Humic/Fulvic Acid. Many different marketing claims are made from manufactures 
as to what these products can do, but what has really been scientifically proven? In this talk we will 
discuss how Humic Substances are manufactured and current scientific research that supports using 
these products in turfgrass management.
Skinner Ballroom B

Common Human Resources Problems Landscapers Make and How to Avoid Them - Steve Cesare, 
PhD, The Harvest Group
The complexity associated with human resources, employment law, and personnel systems has be-
come burdensome to say the least. Landscapers have found themselves spending an increased amount 
of time on their human resources programs to prevent costly mistakes from impacting their business 
operations, overall profit and loss, and organizational culture. This presentation offers information on 
the most commonly-occurring human resources problems that landscapers routinely have to deal with, 
and provides recommendations to improve the quality of their human resources programs.
Skinner Ballroom C

9:45 am  - 10:30 am
Dos and Don’ts: a Superintendent’s Guide to Golf Construction - Kevin Norby, Herfort Norby Golf 
Course Architects
Learn about when you need an architect and when you can do the work in house.  Kevin Norby will 
walk you through what you should and shouldn’t do when doing projects on your own.  
Skinner Ballroom A

Fall Maintenance, Winterization, and Spring Start Up of Spray Equipment - Fred Whitford, PhD, 
Purdue University
After a long season of applying pesticides, it can take a lot of effort to make any needed repairs, 
complete fall maintenance, and winterize your sprayer. But with the ever-increasing cost of today’s 
equipment, avoiding or improperly servicing your sprayer for winter storage can be a costly mistake 
when starting up in the spring. Learn a few of the steps necessary to prepare your sprayer for winter 
and complete routine maintenance for a quick startup in the spring.
Skinner Ballroom B

Maximizing Your Gain - Understanding the Numbers That Drive Your Business - Josiah Cherry, KJK 
LawnCare, Inc.
There is a lot of industry talk around gross profit margins and what they should look like. This 
presentation will help give you line-of-sight into what your numbers should look like for your business, 
and how to go after them. 
Skinner Ballroom C
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Best Practices Related to Performance Management - Steve Cesare, PhD, The Harvest Group
Whether it be performance appraisals, corrective action, or employee termination, the area of perfor-
mance management is a delicate area in which landscapers must demonstrate a clear understanding 
of the legal requirements, professional techniques, and personnel planning processes to sustain a tal-
ented, motivated, and effective workforce.  To that end, this session offers landscapers with specific in-
formation on proper coaching methods, performance reviews, and disciplinary procedures to promote 
effective feedback, improved performance, and employee retention while at the same time minimizing 
the likelihood of a wrongful termination lawsuit.
Skinner Ballroom A

WEDNESDAY   |    JANUARY 8,  2020   (CONTINUED)

10:45 am  - 11:30 am

ISU Sports Turf Research Update and the Future - Dr. Adam Thoms and Ben Pease, M.S., Iowa State 
University
Iowa State University has the largest dedicated sports turf research facility in the Midwest and one of 
the largest in the nation.  Hear about what is currently being studdied and what the future could hold 
for the sports turf industry in Iowa.  Learn how this could positively affect your job as a professional 
sports turf manager.Bring your questions, comments, and ideas to the presentation.
Skinner Ballroom B

11:30 am  - 12:15 pm Keepin’ It Sharp: Reels, Bedknife, and Roller Panel - Jeff Smith, JRM, Inc., Don Miner, Turfwerks, 
Brian Abels, Toad Valley Golf Course
Reels, bedknives, and rollers are the bedrock of your maintenance practices.  These items must always 
be in tip top shape for the best performance.  Learn from a panel of experts the know quite a bit about 
the daily and yearly maintenance of these important pieces.
Skinner Ballroom A

Facilities and Grounds Discussion - Troy McQuillen, Kirkwood Community College, Mike Andresen, 
CSFM, Kirkwood Community College, Tim Van Loo, CSFM, Iowa State University
Take a look at the big picture of Sports Turf Maintenance.  Learn how regular maintenance activities can 
affect the whole facility.  
Skinner Ballroom B

What Can We Learn From Truck Accidents? - Fred Whitford, PhD, Purdue University
Just because someone else is at fault from a traffic accident doesn’t necessarily mean you or the 
company are absolved. Learn how lawyers and the courts work when it comes to highway accidents 
involving spray application equipment and pesticides transported on the highway. More importantly, 
you will learn why keeping the trucks and trailers repaired and maintaining maintenance records is so 
important in protecting the driver and company. 
Skinner Ballroom C

The Pros and Cons of Winter Work - Josiah Cherry, KJK LawnCare, Inc.
Have you ever thought once November 1st hits and you have finished your last fall cleanup, “Where 
does your business go?” What options are available to keep our team and business running in the 
“down months?”
Skinner Ballroom C

12:15 pm  - 1:00 pm Lunch
A luncheon is provided inside the Trade Show floor for all Wednesday attendees.  Seating is available on 
the stage, if necessary. 
Bishop Ballroom
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EDUCATION PROGRAM

WEDNESDAY   |    JANUARY 8,  2020 (CONTINUED)

1:00 pm  - 1:45 pm IPLCA Annual Meeting
Iowa Professional Lawn Care Association members are encouraged to attend the Annual 
Meeting to review and discuss relevant association information.
Skinner Ballroom A

2:30 pm  - 3:15 pm ISTMA Annual Meeting
Iowa Golf Course Superintendent Association members are encourage to attend the 
Annual Meeting to review and discuss relevant association information.
Skinner Ballroom A

4:00 pm  - 4:45 pm Iowa GCSA Annual Meeting
Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association members are encouraged to attend the Annual 
Meeting to review and discuss releveant association information.
Skinner Ballroom A

5:30 pm  - 6:30 pm Cocktail Social Hour
Join all attendees for an hour of networking prior to the Awards and Scholarship Steak 
Dinner. Hors d’oeurves and a cash bar will be available during this relaxing hour for all 
attendees.
Meadows Commons

6:30 pm  - 8:30 pm Awards & Scholarship Steak Dinner
Help us celebrate outstanding individuals receiving awards for their success in 2019, and 
students receiving scholarships in 2020. The Iowa Turfgrass Institute, the Iowa Golf Course 
Superintendents Association and the Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association will hand out 
annual awards to deserving individuals and scholarships to worthy students. In a business 
casual setting, attendees will receive a plated, three course meal, featuring steak, served 
with a house salad, freshly baked artisan breads, seasonal vegetables, and accompanied 
with dessert. Cash bars will also be available for interested individuals. Join us in honoring 
these individuals for their significant accomplishments in 2019. NEW IN 2020: Cost to at-
tend the steak dinner will be $25. Please sign up on the RSVP portion of your attendee 
registration form. 
Bishop Ballroom
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THURSDAY   |    JANUARY 9,  2020

9:00 am  - 9:45 am Soil Testing Simplified - Doug Soldat, PhD, University of Wisconsin - Madison
This talk will cover the uses and abuses of soil testing based on the latest research. We will cover how 
soil testing works and how to interpret the often confusing and conflicting results to ensure you are 
getting your monies worth from your soil testing program.
Skinner Ballroom A & B

Calibration - Ben Pease, MS, Iowa State University
This will be a great presentation for those very important employees of yours.  Learn tips and tricks to 
properly calibrating you equipment before it goes out on the job.  
Skinner Ballroom C

9:45 am  - 10:30 am Organic and Reduced-Risk Turf Management - Doug Soldat, PhD, University of Wisconsin - Madison
More and more consumers expect an organic option in most of the products they buy. However, organ-
ic turfgrass management has not yet become a reality. We will discuss aspects of organic turf manage-
ment that work, and areas where it is lacking. 
Skinner Ballroom A & B

Winners and Losers, an Update of Turfgrass Cultivar Performance - Nick Christians, PhD, and 
Adam Thoms, PhD, Iowa State University
This talk will focus on new cultivars and how they have performed in Iowa over the past growing sea-
sons. Turfgrass species discussed include: perennial ryegrass, Kentucky bluegrass in the sun and shade, 
tall fescue in sun and shade as well as under athletic traffic, and some tips on turfgrass establishment.
Skinner Ballroom C

11:30 am  - 12:00 pm Pesticide Recertification Training: Category 5
Any individual seeking pesticide applicator re-certification in aquatic pest management must attend the 
category 5 training at 11:30 am. For category 5 re-certification, you must attend the following 2-hour 
training session as well.
Skinner Ballroom A

12:15 pm  - 2:15 pm Pesticide Recertification Training: Categories 3OT, 5, 6, and 10
Continuing instructional credits are being offered to certified pesticide applicators for re-certification of 
commercial or private licenses in categories 3O (Ornamental Pest), 3T (Turf Pest), 3OT (Ornamental and 
Turf Pest), 6 (Right-of-Way), and 10 (Research and Demonstration). 
Skinner Ballroom

10:45 am  - 11:30 am Turfgrass Insect IPM Step 2: Identification - Donald Lewis, PhD, Iowa State University
We see many injuries in the landscape over the course of the growing season, but to properly treat 
those injuries we must know what is causing them. This seminar will cover identification of common 
turfgrass insect pests and what kind of damage they cause. Dr. Lewis will provide examples from his 
experience and how to best control them.
Skinner Ballroom A & B

10:30 am  - 11:00 am Pesticide Recertification Training: Category 6
Any individual seeking pesticide applicator re-certification in Right of Way must attend the category 
6 training at 10:30am.  You must also attend the regularly scheduled pesticide applicator training at 
12:15pm.  This is a new session this year.
Skinner Ballroom A 
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